106       TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

The first and natural step is for the Congress Ministty
to make themselves responsible for the safety and honour
of the people of Rajkot. It is true that the Government
of India Act gives the Ministers no power over the States.
But they are governors of a mighty province in which
Rajkot is but a speck. As such, they have right and
duties outside the Government of India Act. And these
are .much the most important Supposing that Rajkot
became the place of refuge for all the goondas that India
could produce^ supposing further that from there they
carried on operations throughout India, the Ministers
would clearly have the right and it would be their duty
to ask the Paramount Power, thfough. the British Repre-
sentative in Bombay, to set things right in Rajkot. And
it will be the duty of the Paramount Power to do so or to
lose the Ministers. Every Minister in his province is
affected by everything that happens in territories within
his geographical limit, though outside his legal jurisdic-
tion, especially if that thing hurts his sense of decency.
Responsible government in those parts may not be the
Ministers3 concern, but if there is plague in those parts
or butchery going on;, it is very tnuch their concern; or
else, their rule is a sham and a delusion. Thus, the Minis-
ters in Orissa .may not sit comfortably in their chairs, if
they do not succeed in sending 26,000 refugees of Talcher
to their home with an absolute assurance of safety and
freedom of speech and social and political intercourse.
It is insufferable that the Congress, which is to-day in
alliance with the British Government, should be treated
as an enemy and an outsider in the States "which are vassals
of the British.

This wanton breach, instigated by the British Resi-
dent in Rajkot, of the charter of the liberty of its people
is a wrong -which must be set right at the earliest possible
moment. It is like a poison corroding the whole body.
Will HL E. the Viceroy realise the significance of Rajkot
and remove the poison ?